JUNIOR REPORT

TEN YEARS OF JUNIOR CRICKET

Moonee Valley Cricket Club has just completed 10 years of juniors, and we’ve come a long way since we took to the field with just one Under 10 and Under 12 team in 1996.

Our juniors have won Premierships in each of the last three seasons – culminating in our Under 12 Gold flag in 2005/06 – and we fielded 11 junior teams this year.

And there’s no doubt that the steady influx of ready-made young cricketers graduating through the Under 16s has made our growth to seven senior teams possible.

It has been my privilege to be Junior Co-ordinator for the past five seasons and to have been involved with the Junior Committee for all 10 of its existence.

It has also been my privilege to have shared the journey with the people who have coached and been on the Committee for all or most of that time – people like Bill Poole, Phill King, Danny Terzini, Darren Nagle and Steve Rawlinson, and with those who are continuing to carry us forward.

Season 2005/06

While the Under 12 Gold team won the Premiership, we at Moonee Valley don’t count our junior success in flags alone. Development of young cricketers and the enjoyment of sport are key determinants of success for us, and we again achieved a wonderful result on those criteria.

Over the course of the season, 142 young players took to the field in one or more games for Moonee Valley – which is a record, and well up on the 114 who played in 2004/05. There were 59 boys and girls who played their first game for Moonee Valley in 2005/06 – and we thought our 38 new faces in the previous season was amazing.

Fifteen juniors, mostly from the Under 16 ranks, played one or more senior games with Moonee Valley – in every grade from the Firsts to the Sevenths, and many of them played the bulk of the season in our Fifth Eleven, which was primarily our development squad for players aged 18 and under. In 2005/06 there were 39 senior players who were either graduates or still players in our junior program. Two of those graduates – Murray Walker and Jesse Felle – have now taken 50 senior wickets, and a number of our young men will reach the 50-game milestone next season. These statistics alone underline the impact which Moonee Valley’s juniors have made in the 10 years since far-sighted parent Chris Ayers led the push to establish junior cricket at Ormond Park.

Parents of players moving through junior ranks have also taken the opportunity to play cricket with Moonee Valley, mainly in the two one-day teams. Fourteen parents played one or more games in 2005/06.

In the season just gone, as well as the Under 12 Gold premiership, we had three other Under 12 sides give the finals a big shake. The Under 14 Girls and the Under 17 Girls both experienced finals cricket, and Bill Poole’s Under 14 C team finished fifth.

The ladder positions of our Under 16s and the Under 14 E side didn’t reflect the talent in the teams.

We continue to unearth stars of the future in the Under 10s, who don’t play finals.

Congratulations to Thomas Memery, who was rated the best batsman in the competition in his Under 12 grade, and to the Moonee Valley cricketers who were selected in representative teams over the season – including Peter Chiera, Iraklis Kolokithas, Maddie Symons, Amelia Radford, Eliza Downie and Honor Greene.

Moonee Valley made the hard decision in the fortnight leading into the season, when we had more players than required for our planned three Under 12 sides. Other clubs would have made the easy call and cut players – but Moonee Valley went on a recruiting push to get enough players for a fourth side. It was a bit tough for the first few weeks while we got enough boys (and girl) on board, but coach Kevin Gardiner persevered and it was his squad that won the premiership.

Teams and grounds

With all our junior teams, finding grounds to play them on can be a tussle. Our long-term relationship with Moonee Ponds Central School again provided us with an Under 12 ground, and we are grateful for the school’s ongoing support. MPCS also provides us with many young recruits. We continue to plan with Brunswick South West Primary on a project to redevelop its oval up to competition cricket standard.

Our relationship with Moonee Valley Council meant we were offered the Debney Park oval as the season commenced, and it proved to be an excellent ground and one we hope to continue to have in the future.

With our continued growth in junior teams, we may have to consider playing Sunday home games, which would enable teams to utilise our Ormond Park home ground facilities. We will explore family support for this initiative as we lead into next season.

We also value our relationship with our players’ parents, families and our local schools. When parents talk to their peers of the positive experience they have with their sons and daughters at Moonee Valley, it’s one of our best recruiting tools. As a result of our “parent ambassadors”, the schools from which we recruit significant numbers of players include Moonee Ponds Central, Flemington Primary, Coburg West Primary, Penleigh & Essendon Grammar, St Monica’s and now Moonee Ponds West Primary.

And our excellent relationship with the junior section of the Moonee Valley Football Club means we can jointly offer players the opportunity to play their sport at Ormond Park for all 12 months of the year.

Into the future

While we can reflect proudly on our 10 years of junior cricket, we can’t allow ourselves to be complacent. While we continue to pull our way financially as part of the Moonee Valley Cricket Club, we can’t just sit back and let things happen. We have to continue to work the local schools and maintain our relationship with the football club to ensure we capture all the youngsters interested in playing cricket.

In our area we have a number of other cricket clubs pushing junior programs, and looking to the same areas to recruit players. We need to continue to offer quality cricket programs and cater for the needs of young developing talent to ensure that our next 10 years are as fruitful and satisfying as our past decade.

Graeme “Charlie” Walker.

Junior Co-ordinator
